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In a world of indecision about how education should be done, 
a 40-year-old school in Colleyville quietly delivers a century-old 
tradition of Montessori education.  At the Barbara Gordon 
Montessori School the exclusive focus is children.  
Developmental needs of children form the basis for education 
that embraces the whole child—Education for Life.   

BGMS was founded at the insistence of local parents.  Barbara 
Gordon was head of St. Alcuin Montessori School in Dallas, 
when her Grapevine and Southlake neighbors challenged her 
to deliver the same exemplary education locally.  In 1971 the 
Montessori Academy of Grapevine opened its �rst Primary 
class for children ages 3-6.  Elementary and Toddler classes 
were soon added.   The expanding school relocated to 
Colleyville on 9 acres of wooded seclusion.  While Barbara 
headed schools in Connecticut and Hawaii, the school was 
renamed in her honor by the grateful parents.  

BGMS today serves children from 2 months through 14 years of 
age in classes for Parents-and-Infants, Toddlers, Primary (3-6), 
Elementary and Adolescents (middle school).  The �rst middle 
school class graduated in 2011.  Gardens, playgrounds and 10 
buildings comprise a Montessori village tucked away in 
Colleyville.  The BGMS community is a multicultural collection 
of families who gather frequently to celebrate their diversity 
and a�rm dedication to providing an outstanding education 
to all their children.  

BGMS is recognized by the Association Montessori 
Internationale (AMI).  Dr. Maria Montessori herself founded AMI 
in 1929 to protect the integrity of her educational method, and 
it remains the gold standard, the guarantee of authentic 
Montessori education.  Teachers at BGMS hold AMI diplomas as 
well as college degrees.  BGMS administrators are active in 
Montessori organizations at the local, national and 
international levels.

What is Montessori education?

Most private schools o�er strong academics.  BGMS delivers on 
strong academics, while keeping focus on the broader picture.  The 
culture of a Montessori school emphasizes informed choice 
making, inner discipline, responsibility for one’s place in the school 
community, and care for others.  Montessori education results in 
social, academic and executive skills—for the bene�t of the child 
and society.  The school experience is reality-based and practical.  
Montessori truly is Education for Life.  

Montessori education is brain-based learning.  Montessori 
education puts the biological development sequence to work in 
everyday life, with tangible manipulatives for learning.  Concrete 
learning enables the brain to reach abstractions, producing 
knowledge.  

The hand is the instrument of the mind.  At all ages Montessori 
education is hands-on.  Children touch in order to learn, and 
freedom of movement is key.  These freedoms are standard in 
Montessori learning environments, enabling the child to explore, 
form concepts, and develop independence, responsibility, and a life 
long love of learning.

Montessori children are encouraged to learn through trial and error.  
With repetition comes mastery, and then self-con�dence.  Through 
exploration, they observe and learn what works and what doesn’t.  
Self-education is the result, with guidance by Montessori teachers.  

Each classroom is a scienti�cally prepared environment, and the 
class is a mixed-age society in miniature.  Children enter each level 
as novices and emerge three years later as compentent leaders.  
Social skills for courteous living and collaborative work are learned 
every day. 

If you are interested in seeing Montessori in action, we 
would be happy to give you a tour of our campus.

Please contact us at (817) 354-6670 or 
visit our website at www.bgmontessori.org


